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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

2. Claims 1-4 and 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
JP2002-257146 (US equivalent Ueno, USP 6,918,701 used in discussion below). 

Uneo discloses a strut sliding bearing comprising: 

• an upper casing (3) made of a synthetic resin (C4/L10) and having an 
annular lower surface (39); 

• a lower casing (2) which is made of a synthetic resin (C4/L10), is 
superposed on said upper casing (3) so as to be rotatable about an axis of 
said upper casing (center of assembly), 

• an annular upper surface (14) opposed to the annular lower surface (39) 
of said upper casing (3); 

• an annular thrust sliding bearing piece (4) which is made of a synthetic 
resin (C4/L13-14), and is interposed between the annular lower surface 
(39) and the annular upper surface (14), 

• wherein said lower casing (2) has on a lower surface (84) thereof a spring 
seat surface for a suspension coil spring (holds seat plate 86) 
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• wherein said lower casing (2) includes an annular base portion (84); an 
upper cylindrical portion (13) which is integrally formed on an upper 
surface of the annular base portion (84) and on which the annular upper 
surface (14) is formed; and a lower cylindrical portion (86) formed 
integrally on a lower surface of the annular base portion (84), the lower 
surface of the annular base portion on a radially outer side of the lower 
cylindrical portion serving as the spring seat surface 

• the annular base portion, the upper cylindrical portion, and the lower 
cylindrical portion include a plurality of thinning cavities (at 19 and 61) 

• a tubular radial sliding bearing piece (5), wherein said upper casing (3) 
includes an upper annular portion (38) on which the annular lower surface 
(39) is formed and a cylindrical portion (37) extended integrally downward 
from a radially inner peripheral edge of the upper annular portion (38) and 
having a cylindrical side surface (36), said lower casing (2) having a 
cylindrical side surface (1 1 ) opposed to the cylindrical side surface (36) of 
the upper casing (3), said radial sliding bearing piece (5) being interposed 
between the cylindrical side surface (36) of the cylindrical portion (37) of 
said upper casing (3) and the cylindrical side surface (1 1 ) of said lower 
casing (2) 

• wherein said lower casing (2) includes an inner peripheral-side cylindrical 
projecting portion (16) integrally projecting upward from the annular upper 
surface (14) on a radially inner peripheral side and an outer peripheral- 
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side cylindrical projecting portion (15) integrally projecting upward from the 
annular upper surface (14) on a radially outer peripheral side, said thrust 
sliding bearing piece (4) being disposed between the inner peripheral-side 
cylindrical projecting portion (14) and the outer peripheral-side cylindrical 
projecting portion (15) 

• wherein said upper casing (3) includes an inner peripheral-side cylindrical 
suspended portion (52) integrally suspended downward from a radially 
inner peripheral side of the annular lower surface (39) and an outer 
peripheral-side cylindrical suspended portion (40) integrally suspended 
downward from a radially outer peripheral side of the annular lower 
surface (39), said thrust sliding bearing piece (4) being disposed between 
the inner peripheral-side cylindrical suspended portion (52) and the outer 
peripheral-side cylindrical suspended portion (40) 

• wherein said upper casing (3) includes an upper annular portion (38) on 
which the annular lower surface (39) is formed and a cylindrical portion 
extended (41 ) integrally downward from a radially outer peripheral edge of 
the upper annular portion (39) 

• Wherein the [reinforced] synthetic resin used to make the bearings and 
casing includes at least one of polyacetal resin, polyamide resin, 
thermoplastic polyester resin, polyolefin resin, and fluororesin (C4/L9-36) 

• wherein said upper casing is adapted to be resiliently fitted and secured to 
said lower casing (adapted via 45 and 1 7) 
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• a suspension coil spring (85) seated at one end tliereof on a spring seat 
surface of said lower casing. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 4/22/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

4. The Applicant argues on the bottom of page 1 1 that arrangement of the strut 
slide bearing being claimed makes it "possible to omit an upper spring seat member 
made of sheet metal" and therefore reduces weight and cost. 

The claims are written using the transitional phrase "comprising" which does not 
limit the scope of the claim to only that structure being recited in the body. As claimed a 
device can have an upper spring seat member of sheet metal and still anticipate the 
limitations of the claim. 

5. The Applicant argues at the top of page 12 that JP'146 does not discloses "the 
upper cylindrical portion on which the annular upper surface is formed, in conjunction 
with the annular base portion, the upper cylindrical portion and the lower cylindrical 
portion including a plurality of thinning cavities." 

JP'146 does indeed disclose an upper cylindrical portion (13) with an annular 
upper surface (14) which is formed in conjunction with an annular base portion (84 see 
figure 2), the upper cylindrical portion (13) and a lower cylindrical portion (86) are 
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formed with a plurality of thinning cavities (at 19 and 61). All the portions are formed 
integrally with each other and the plurality of thinning cavities are formed on the 
integrated component. The claim does not recite any particular structure of the thinning 
cavities or their locations to differentiate the device from that of JP'146. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES PILKINGTON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571)272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/JAMES PILKINGTON/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3656 

5/26/09 

/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



